
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

SUMMARY OF MEETING –JUNE 8, 2017 
(Please visit the WPS website for detailed and official meeting minutes.) 

 

 The School Committee (SC) voted to appoint Jennifer Geosits as Chairperson, and Beth Muccini as Vice 

Chairman, for the 2017-2018 school year. 

 Student Representative to the School Committee (SC), Sydnee Villa, reported on academic, school 

spirit, athletic and extracurricular activities at Walpole High School (WHS). 

 Language Teacher Kaytlyn Affane and Johnson Middle School students were present and informed the 

SC of a recent project completed.  The project involved the students interviewing someone from a 

different culture than their own and/or someone who spoke a different language. The project was a part 

of unit for the 6th grade exploratory language curriculum. 

 Foreign Language Department Chairperson Lisa Osborne thanked the Boylston Shul-Verein German-

American Club of Walpole for their generous donation to the Foreign Language Department to help 

support extra-curricular activities and Foreign Language Awards Night. 

 The SC unanimously approved WHS students to travel to Washington, D.C. in January, 2018 for a self-

funded educational opportunity through the Close Up Foundation.   

 Principals Imbusch and Hahn presented the 1:1 Chromebook Phase 1 initiative to be rolled out this 

year.  Students in Grades 8 and 9 will receive a new Chromebook to use throughout the remainder of 

their WPS educational career.  This initiative is guided by Walpole’s Digital Literacy Vision statement 

as follows: 

Through continued and evolving access to digital resources, students are empowered to 

personalize their learning to master essential content and 21st century skills, both in and 

outside the classroom.  Through the transformative use of technology, Walpole Public 

Schools creates an interconnected educational community to actively explore and design 

solutions to real-world matters. 

 Principals Imbusch and Hahn stated: 

 WHS will be using a collection of leftover funds from this school year as well as Trust 

Fund donations from Walpole families.  The middle school has also cobbled together 

year-end money for a Chromebook cart and the Central Office is providing a central cart 

for each middle school from the foreign exchange student tuitions and gifts.  The 

contributions and generosity of the PACs support this initiative as well. 

 Chromebooks are fully compatible with Walpole’s cloud-based set of digital tools and 

resources, which staff and students are using to collaborate, communicate, create and 

foster critical thinking. 

 They are cost effective from both financial and technical support point of views. 

 The second phase of this plan is to tentatively extend the 1:1 initiative to 7th grade 

students at the start of the 2018-2019 school year.  

 Dr. Lynch provided a staffing update for the 2017-2018 School Year.  Walpole has several retirements 

and resignations, as well as a shifting of assignments due to enrollment fluctuations. Without impacting 

the budget, redirection and reduction of certain positions will allow for Elementary and Middle School 

shared Digital Learning Coaches, WHS counselor, as well as class offerings in Advanced Placement 

Calculus BC and AP Psychology. 

 The SC continued their discussion on the review of the Chemical Health Policy. This has been an 

ongoing agenda item for the last three meetings.  The SC is evaluating the effectiveness of the Chemical 

Health Policy.  The SC and administration reiterated that they would especially appreciate input from 

community members, parents, student alumni, staff, police, the health department and any willing 

participants.  

 Please contact Mary Mortali in the Superintendent’s Office if you are interested in 

participating in a focus group or discussion of this policy.  Mary can be reached by email 

at mmortali@walpole.k12.ma.us or phone at 508-660-7200 ext. 221. 

 The SC will update information and reach out to volunteers as soon as feasible. 

 The next regular SC Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August 24, 2017. 
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